
Battle of Bunker Hill

By D. N.



Why was the battle fought?

• The battle at Bunker’s Hill was fought because of 
“"Intolerable Acts" (the British response to the 
Boston Tea Party) the British had occupied Boston 
and declared martial law throughout much of New 
England. Concerned with growing unrest in the 
countryside, British General Thomas Gage, the 
military governor in Boston, dispatched troops in 
April 1775 to Concord to seize munitions being 
stockpiled by the colonial militia. While en route, 
British soldiers clashed with colonists at Lexington 
and then fought a pitched battle with even more 
c o l o n i a l m i l i t i a a t C o n c o r d . ” h t t p : / /
americanfounding.blogspot.com/2009/06/why-was-
battle-of-bunker-hill-fought.html 

http://americanfounding.blogspot.com/2009/06/why-was-battle-of-bunker-hill-fought.html
http://americanfounding.blogspot.com/2009/06/why-was-battle-of-bunker-hill-fought.html
http://americanfounding.blogspot.com/2009/06/why-was-battle-of-bunker-hill-fought.html


When

• The Battle of Bunker Hill took place in the 
year seventeen seventy-five on June 
seventeenth.



Who fought in the battle at Bunker’s 
hill

• The American troops fought the British 
troops near the Boston Harbor on Bunker’s 
Hill. The Americans wanted to lead the 
British to nearby Breed’s Hill which was 
within reach of the ship cannons.



Who was better prepared?

Americans
• Men before war: over 

2,000 

• Men killed: over 100 

• Men wounded: over 300

British
• Men before war: over 

3,000 

• Men killed: over 200 

• Men wounded: over 800



Where was the battle?

• The Battle of Bunker’s Hill was on 
Bunker’s Hill off the Boston Harbor in 
Massachusetts. Just behind Bunker’s hill 
was Breed’s Hill, where the Americans 
wanted the battle to proceed, because 
Breed’s Hill was within reach of the 
cannons on the ships in the harbor.



Ten facts
• “The first man shot in the Boston Massacre was a black man named 

Crispus Attucks. 
• About 5,000 African American men and boys fought in the war. 
• George Washington rarely had even 15,000 men under his command 

at a time. 
• Washington did not receive pay for his military service. 
• Benjamin Franklin was able to get foreign support from France, 

Spain and the Netherlands, which helped weaken the British. 
• British soldiers called redcoats because of the color of their 

uniforms. 
• The largest city in America in 1775 was Philadelphia. 
• Boston and New York were the next largest cities. 
• Farming was the main occupation in the colonies. 
• Only a small amount of people lived in the cities.” 
• http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/revolution/facts.htm 
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Quote

• “Don’t one of you fire until you see the 
whites of their eyes” 

• ~Samuel Prescott 
• This quote is important because during the 

standoff at Bunker’s Hill, no soldier was to 
fire until they could see the British’ eyes. 
This was instructed due to a disadvantage 
in numbers against the British and they 
could not afford to miss or waste 
gunpowder and balls.



Quote

• “Don’t fire unless fired upon, but if they 
mean to have a war, let it begin here”  

~John Parker 
• This quote is important because the 

British were advancing but not firing 
meaning they could still surrender or get 
closer and open fire. This meaning the 
Americans would be in shooting range and 
outmanned.



women

• Molly Pitcher was a big part of the Revolutionary War. 
Molly was famous for her roll loading the cannons, 
bringing water to soldiers, and helping American soldiers 
in need of medical attention. 

• “During the Revolutionary War, African-American women 
served as spies who kept Colonial authorities informed 
about the activities of the British. With the promise of 
freedom from slavery, they found innovative ways to 
assist. According to Lucy Terry's written accounts of the 
war, black women disguised themselves as men and 
fought side by side with them against the British.” 

• http://www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/
research/women.htm 

http://www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/research/women.htm
http://www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/research/women.htm
http://www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/research/women.htm
http://www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/research/women.htm


Samuel Adams

• “A strong opponent of British taxation, he 
helped organize resistance to the Stamp 
Act (1765) and played a vital role in 
organizing the Boston Tea Party. Samuel 
was a second cousin to U.S. President 
John Adams, with whom he urged a final 
break from Britain and signed the U.S. 
Declaration of Independence.” 

• http://www.biography.com/people/
samuel-adams-9176129#synopsis 
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Uniforms and weapons

• “Uniforms, arms and equipment: The British 
grenadiers, light infantry and battalion 
company men wore red coats, the headgear of 
the companies, bearskin fronted mitre caps, 
tricorne hats and caps, and were armed with 
muskets and bayonets. The British had light 
guns and were supported by the heavy guns of 
the fleet. The Americans were armed with 
muskets or whatever firearms they could 
obtain, a few bayonets and some light guns” 

• http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-
hill.htm 

http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-hill.htm
http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-hill.htm
http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-hill.htm
http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-hill.htm


Sources

• Mr. Mantei’s class lecture before the project. 
• http://www.britishbattles.com/bunker-hill.htm  
• http://americanfounding.blogspot.com/

2009/06/why-was-battle-of-bunker-hill-
fought.html 

• http://
www.buffalosoldiersresearchmuseum.org/
research/women.htm  

• http://www.biography.com/people/samuel-
adams-9176129#synopsis  

• http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/revolution/
facts.htm 
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