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The are Five Reasons Why World War 
One Started

1. Mutual Defense Alliances 
2. Imperialism 
3. Militarism 
4. Nationalism 
5. Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinan 

of Austria Hungary



Mutual Defense Alliances
• World War one was the First World War, which started in 1914.  

There are five reasons why, World War One started.  The first cause 
of World War one was the Mutual Defense Alliances; Countries 
throughout Europe “made mutual defense agreements that would 
pull them into battle” (kelly).  If one of the Countries were 
attacked the allied countries had to defend them due to allied 
contract.  The following alliances that existed before World War 
one where “Russia and Serbia, Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
France and Russia, Britain and France and Belgium, and Japan and 
Britain” (kelly).  Austria-Hungary had declared war on Serbia which, 
Russia had to get involved to defend Serbia.  When Germany saw 
Russia mobilizing, they declared war on Russia.  France had to get 
involved against Germany and Austria-Hungary.  When France joined 
the war, Germany then attacked France through Belgium pulling 
Britain into the war; when Britain joined the war; Japan joined the 
war because of the alliance with Britain.  Later in the war Italy and 
the United States joined the war on the side of the allies.  



Imperialism

• The second reason why World War one stated 
was because of Imperialism, “imperialism is 
when a country increases their power and 
wealth by bringing additional territories under 
their control” (kelly).  Africa and parts of Asia 
were content points among the European 
countries before World War one. Africa and 
Asia made this true because of their raw 
materials that they could provide. The desire 
for greater empires had increasing 
competition and confrontation which helped 
push the world into World War one. 



Militarism

• Militarism was the third reason why World War 
one started, because the world was entering 
the 20th century, an arms race had begun.  The 
Country with the greatest increase in military 
buildup was Germany.  Great Britain and 
Germany, “both greatly increased their navies 
in this time period” (kelly).  Germany and 
Russia’s military establishment had a greater 
influence on the public policy.  The military 
increase helped the push for the countries 
involved in the war. 



Nationalism

• Militarism was the third reason why World War 
one started, because the world was entering 
the 20th century, an arms race had begun.  The 
Country with the greatest increase in military 
buildup was Germany.  Great Britain and 
Germany, “both greatly increased their navies 
in this time period” (kelly).  Germany and 
Russia’s military establishment had a greater 
influence on the public policy.  The military 
increase helped the push for the countries 
involved in the war. 



The Assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand

• Militarism was the third reason why World War 
one started, because the world was entering 
the 20th century, an arms race had begun.  The 
Country with the greatest increase in military 
buildup was Germany.  Great Britain and 
Germany, “both greatly increased their navies 
in this time period” (kelly).  Germany and 
Russia’s military establishment had a greater 
influence on the public policy.  The military 
increase helped the push for the countries 
involved in the war. 



There are More Than Ten People Who 
Got there Fame From World War One

1. Baron Manfred Von Richthofen 
2. T.E. Lawrence 
3. Wilfred Owen 
4. Siegfried Sassoon 
5. Douglas Haig 
6. Alfred Von Tirpitz 
7. John J. Pershing 
8. Erich Ludenorff 
9. Tsar Nicholas II 
10.Kaiser Wilhelm II



Baron Manfred Von Richthofen 
Baron Manfred Von Richthofen was the Red Baron and the top flying ace for 
the Germans.  He was credited with (80 air combat victories, despite flying in 
a highly visible red aircraft) (Biography ONLINE).  Baron Manfred Von 
Richthofen was kill in April 1918.



T.E. Lawrence
.  T.E. Lawrence was a British officer that was posted in the Middle 
East.  T.E. Lawrence played the key role of fermenting the Arabs to 
revolt against the Ottoman Empire. 



Wilfred Owen
Wilfred Owen was a celebrated war poet that vividly described the trench 
warfare horrors and misplaced loyalties of patriotism.  Wilfred Owen 
volunteered to return to the trenches, he was later killed in action before the 
armistice of Nov 11, 1918. 



Siegfried Sassoon
Siegfried Sassoon was a fearless solider and celebrated war poet.  Siegfried 
Sassoon became “critical of war effort, writing a letter to Times speaking 
against the war” (Biography ONLINE).  Siegfried Sassoon avoided a Court-
Marshall by being treated for shell shock. 



Douglas Haig
Douglas Haig was a British General and Commander in Chief.  He was “best 
known for his involvement in planning the unsuccessful Somme offensive of 
1916” (Tejvan).  Douglas Haig was a controversial figure, and was involved in 
the final successful allied offense of 1918. 



Alfred Von Tirpitz
Alfred von Tirpitz is a German admiral that was responsible for the “build up 
of the German navy pre war, though the German navy was never able to 
eclipse the British navy” (Tejvan).  The American were antagonized by his 
aggressive submarine war, he was then dismissed in 1916. 



John J. Pershing
John J. Pershing was the Commander in Chief the American forces in Europe.  
John J. Pershing “was adamant that American forces would be commanded by 
an American and not fall under Allied command” (Tejvan).  American troops 
played a key role during the final offense. 



Erich Ludenorff
Erich Ludenorff is a German general that achieved his major success in Liege 
and Tannenburg.  Erich Ludendorff “advocated unrestricted submarine warfar, 
and the policy of ‘lebensraum’ (Tejvan).  He also led the unsuccessful last 
German offensive of 1918. 



Tsar Nicholas II
Tsar Nicholas II was the last Russian Emperor.  As head of state, “Tsar Nicholas 
II approved Russia’s entry into the First World War” (Tejvan).  The Russians lat 
over 3.3 million men and “Disillusionment with the running of the war, led to 
his overthrow in 1917 and Russia’s ultimate exit from the war” (Tejvan)



Kaiser Wilhelm II
Kaiser Wilhelm II was the last German Emperor, and he led Germany on “a more bellicose, 
self-assertive foreign policy, where we wished to see Germany become a major European 
power” (Tejvan).  Kaiser formed the key alliance with Austria Hungary.  He was distrusted by 
“Germany’s military leaders during the First World War, he had little direct influence on the 
running of the war” (Tejvan).  



I Wore A Tunic – by Kitchener’s Army  

• I wore a tunic,  
An old khaki tunic,  
While you wore your civvie 
clothes,  
We fought and bled at Loos 
While you were on the booze, 
The booze no one here knows. 
You were with the wenches  
While we were in the trenches 
Facing the German foe.  
Oh, you were a-slacking 
While we were attacking 
The Boche up the Menin Road. 

• I Wore A Tunic was Sung  in The 
War Trenches and was sung by 
Kitchener’s Army and came out 
in 1917.



Fred Karno’s Army
• We are Fred Karno's Army, 

What bloody use are we? 
We cannot fight, we cannot shoot,  
So we joined the infantry.  
But when we get to Berlin,  
The Kaiser he will say, 
"Hoch! Hoch! Mein Gott, 
What a jolly fine lot 
Are the ragtime infantry!" 
 
We are Fred Karno's Army, 
A Jolly lot are we, 
Fred Karno is our Captain,  
Charlie Chaplin our O.C. 
But when we get to Berlin,  
The Kaiser he will say, 
"Hoch! Hoch! Mein Gott, 
What a jolly fine lot 
Are the boys of company C!"  
 
We are Fred Karno's Army, 
What bloody use are we? 
We cannot fight, we cannot shoot,  
So we joined the infantry.  
But when we get to Berlin,  
The Kaiser he will say, 
Hoch! Hoch! Mein Gott, 
What a jolly fine lot 
Are the ragtime infantry!" 

• Fred Karno’s Army was 
sang by the British 
Army.



A War Poem Called Asleep – by Wilfred 
Owen

• Under his helmet, up against his pack, 
After so many days of work and waking, 
Sleep took him by the brow and laid him back. 
 
There, in the happy no-time of his sleeping, 
Death took him by the heart. There heaved a quaking  
Of the aborted life within him leaping, 
Then chest and sleepy arms once more fell slack. 
 
And soon the slow, stray blood came creeping 
From the intruding lead, like ants on track. 
 
Whether his deeper sleep lie shaded by the shaking  
Of great wings, and the thoughts that hung the stars, 
High-pillowed on calm pillows of God's making, 
Above these clouds, these rains, these sleets of lead, 
And these winds' scimitars, 
-Or whether yet his thin and sodden head  
Confuses more and more with the low mould,  
His hair being one with the grey grass 
Of finished fields, and wire-scrags rusty-old, 
Who knows? Who hopes? Who troubles? Let it pass!  
He sleeps. He sleeps less tremulous, less cold,  
Than we who wake, and waking say Alas! 



Suicide In The Trenches – A Poem by 
Siegfried Sassoon

• I knew a simple soldier boy  
Who grinned at life in empty joy, 
Slept soundly through the lonesome dark, 
And whistled early with the lark. 
 
In winter trenches, cowed and glum, 
With crumps and lice and lack of rum, 
He put a bullet through his brain. 
No one spoke of him again. 
 
You smug-faced crowds with kindling eye  
Who cheer when soldier lads march by,  
Sneak home and pray you'll never know 
The hell where youth and laughter go. 



Three Other Events Around The World In 
1916

1. On Jan 1st – 1st football game in Rose 
Bowl 

2. On Jan 17th the 1st PGA Championship  
3. Jan 28th a Opera in NYC premieres 

Goyescas 



Maps of Europe Before and After WWI



Outcome 

• After WWI new countries were formed and 
others were torn apart such as the Ottoman 
Empire which is now Turkey, Germany was 
so badly treated after WWI and in so much 
debt and that’s why WWII started.  Germany 
used to be a huge country and now its been 
cut in more than half. The middle east was 
one empire and is now multiple countries, 
middle east is now at war all the time with 
people in the same country.  



PoW and Casualties in WWI
Country

Total 
Mobilized 

Forces
Killed Wounded

Prisoners 
and Missing

Total 
Casualties

Casualties as 
% of Forces

ALLIED AND ASSOCIATED POWERS
Russia 12,000,000 1,700,000 4,950,000 2,500,000 9,150,000 76.3

British Empire 8,904,467 908,371 2,090,212 191,652 3,190,235 35.8

France 8,410,000 1,357,800 4,266,000 537,000 6,160,800 73.3
Italy 5,615,000 650,000 947,000 600,000 2,197,000 39.1
United States 4,355,000 116,516 204,002 4,500 323,018 7.1
Japan 800,000 300 907 3 1,210 0.2
Romania 750,000 335,706 120,000 80,000 535,706 71.4
Serbia 707,343 45,000 133,148 152,958 331,106 46.8
Belgium 267,000 13,716 44,686 34,659 93,061 34.9
Greece 230,000 5,000 21,000 1,000 27,000 11.7
Portugal 100,000 7,222 13,751 12,318 33,291 33.3
Montenegro 50,000 3,000 10,000 7,000 20,000 40.0
TOTAL 42,188,810 5,142,631 12,800,706 4,121,090 22,062,427 52.3
ALLIED AND ASSOCIATED POWERS
Germany 11,000,000 1,773,700 4,216,058 1,152,800 7,142,558 64.9
Austria-
Hungary

7,800,000 1,200,000 3,620,000 2,200,000 7,020,000 90.0

Turkey 2,850,000 325,000 400,000 250,000 975,000 34.2
Bulgaria 1,200,000 87,500 152,390 27,029 266,919 22.2
TOTAL 22,850,000 3,386,200 8,388,448 3,629,829 15,404,477 67.4
GRAND 65,038,810 8,528,831 21,189,154 7,750,919 37,466,904 57.5



12 Technological Advancements in WWI
1. Tanks 
2. Flamethrowers 
3. Poison Gas 
4. Tracer Bullets 
5. Interrupter Gear 
6. Air Traffic Control 
7. Depth Charges 
8. Hydrophones 
9. Aircraft Carriers 
10. Pilotless Drones 
11. Mobiles X-Ray Machines 
12. Sanitary Napkins



Politics

Some British Political Leaders are Max Aitken, Aurthor 
Balfour, John Burns, Will Crooks, John Morley, Neil 
Primrose, James Thomas and William Wedgwood 
Benn. 

Some French Political Leader are Leon Blum, Joseph 
Caillaux, Gaston Doumergue and Louis Malvy. 

Couple USA Political Figures are Woodrow Wilson, 
Newton Baker, William Taft and Henry Cabot Lodge. 

Other Allied Political Leaders are King Albert I, Louis 
Malvy, Jan smuts, King Carol, king Peter and Nikola 
Pasic.  



Nationalism

• One of the main causes of WWI was the 
growing force of nationalism.  
“nationalism is a sentiment based on 
common cultural characteristics that binds 
a population and often produces a policy 
of national independence or separatism”.  
Nationalism can serve as a unifying force 
within a country that can also be intense 
competition amongst other nations.  



Militarism

• Militarism denoted a rise in military expenditure, an increase 
in military and naval forces, more influence of military men 
upon the policies of the civilian government, and preference 
for force as a solution to problems. Militarism was one of the 
main cases of the First World War.  In WWI it was a arms race 
to expand your military.  From 1913 to July 1914, Germany 
increased her Standing forces by 170,000 men. France 
lengthened her period of military service to 2 to 3 years.  
Russia did the same and made it to 3 and a half.  Britain did 
not but they did armed there forces for attack and defense.  
All the powers “increased their stocks of arms, produced more 
modern weapons of war and built more strategic railways”.  
Weapons made were machineguns, rifles, light machine guns 
and submachine guns. There were planes that had guns on 
them and on the ground there were tanks that could cross the 
trenches.  There were also naval wars with battle ships and 
submarines.   



Central Powers

• The Central Powers were the German Empire, Austro-
Hungarian Empire and Ottoman Empire (Turkey) and the 
Kingdom.  The Central Powers significance was that they 
started the war. 

• The following alliances that existed before World War one 
where “Russia and Serbia, Germany and Austria-Hungary, 
France and Russia, Britain and France and Belgium, and 
Japan and Britain” (kelly).  Austria-Hungary had declared war 
on Serbia which, Russia had to get involved to defend Serbia.  
When Germany saw Russia mobilizing, they declared war on 
Russia.  France had to get involved against Germany and 
Austria-Hungary.  When France joined the war, Germany then 
attacked France through Belgium pulling Britain into the war; 
when Britain joined the war; Japan joined the war because of 
the alliance with Britain.  Later in the war Italy and the 
United States joined the war on the side of the allies. 



Allies Powers

• The Allies powers were Great Britain, 
Canada, Scotland, Ireland, France, Russia, 
later was United States, Japan and Brazil.  
The allied powers was that they fought as 
one in the war.  The allied forces invented 
tanks, dog fights and were also known for 
brute strength and there industrial might.  



Description and Significance
1. Pancho Villa was a famed Mexican Revolutionary and guerilla leader.   
2. Central Powers was a group of nations fighting against the Allied Powers during World War I; the members 

included Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and their Territories.   
3. Alvin York was known as the greatest American hero of world war I, York avoided profiting from war record 

before 1939.   
4. The Royal Navy was the most powerful navy in the world.  “the royal Navy’s basic responsibilities included 

policing colonies and trade routes, defending coastlines and imposing blockades on hostile powers”. 
5. Victory gardens, also called war gardens or food gardens for defense, were vegetable, fruit, and herb gardens 

planted at private residence and public parks in the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia and 
Germany during World War I and World war II. 

6. Trench Warfare is a type of combat in which opposing troops fight from trenches facing each other.  The 
Germans created Trench Warfare. 

7. Contraband is imported or exported illegally, Either in defiance of total ban or without payment of duty.   
8. The Bolshevik Revolution in Russia in 1917 was initiated by millions of people who would change the history of 

the world as we know it. 
9.   “The Sedition Act of 1918, Enacted during World War I, Made it a crime to “willfully utter, print, write, o 

publish any disloyal, profane , Scurrilous, or abusive language about the form of the Government of the United 
States”.(The Supreme Court) 

10. The War Industries board (WIB) was a United States government agency established on July 28, 1917, during 
World War I, to coordinate the purchase of war supplies. 

11. Woodrow  Wilson was the 28th President of the United States from 1913 to 1921 and leader of the Progressive 
Movement. 

12. War Bonds were Debt securities issued by a government for the purpose of financing m8ilitary operations 
during times of war. 

13. George Creel was an investigative journalist, a politician and most famously the head of the United States 
Committee on Public Information. 

14. Wheatless Monday was started in WWI the U.S. Food Administration urged families to reduce comsumption of 
key staples to aid the war effort.   

15. “The convoy system, which can be defined as a group of merchant vessels sailing together, with or without 
naval escort, for mutual security and protection, has a much longer history than sometimes suggested.



Wilfred Owen
Wilfred Owen was a celebrated war poet that vividly described the trench 
warfare horrors and misplaced loyalties of patriotism.  Wilfred Owen 
volunteered to return to the trenches, he was later killed in action before the 
armistice of Nov 11, 1918. 



Baron Manfred Von Richthofen 
Baron Manfred Von Richthofen was the Red Baron and the top flying ace for 
the Germans.  He was credited with (80 air combat victories, despite flying in 
a highly visible red aircraft) (Biography ONLINE).  Baron Manfred Von 
Richthofen was kill in April 1918.



Alfred Von Tirpitz
Alfred von Tirpitz is a German admiral that was responsible for the “build up 
of the German navy pre war, though the German navy was never able to 
eclipse the British navy” (Tejvan).  The American were antagonized by his 
aggressive submarine war, he was then dismissed in 1916. 



Kaiser Wilhelm II
Kaiser Wilhelm II was the last German Emperor, and he led Germany on “a more bellicose, 
self-assertive foreign policy, where we wished to see Germany become a major European 
power” (Tejvan).  Kaiser formed the key alliance with Austria Hungary.  He was distrusted by 
“Germany’s military leaders during the First World War, he had little direct influence on the 
running of the war” (Tejvan).  



Central Powers

(Left) The picture represents the Central Powers.(Right) This is the German flag.



(Left) Flag of the Ottoman 
Empire.

Coast of arms of the 
German Empire.



(Left) The flag of Austro-Hungarian Empire. (Right) The Bulgaria flag.



(Left) Austria-Hungary medium coat of 
arms 1867-1918.

(Right) Bulgarian Coat of Arms.



(Left) Ottoman Empire Coat of 
Arms. (Right) Austria-Hungary small coat of 

arms from 1867-1918.



Allied Empire

(Left) British Flag (Right) Soviet Flag



(Left) United States flag
(Right) This picture shows all of the 
allied flags.



(Left) The picture shows a bulldog 
with all of allied flags and their coat 
of arms.

(Right) It shows a tank with all 
the Allied flags.



(Left) This one shows the United States, 
Great Britain, France, Poland and The 
Soviet Union.

(Right) The picture is of different 
animals with the each of the allied 
powers flags.



(Left) the Main allies in the 
Allied powers.

(Right) Is a mix of most of the Allied 
flags.



U.S. gets involved in WWI

• The U.S. was trying to stay neutral in the war and tried to 
stay out of the war in Europe, but many of the U.S. wanted 
to got to war and others didn’t.  The U.S. started to get less 
and less neutral in the war and started advising people to get 
war bonds and sign up for the army.  The final push that got 
us in the war was when German ambassador  of the Mexican 
government that if war between the U.S. and Germany to 
attack them.  When the note was turned over to the U.S. 
they were furious and Wilson asked congress to go to war and 
ended his end of speech was “it is a fearful thing to lead this 
great peaceful people into war… but the right is more 
precious then peace and we shall fight for the things which 
we have always carried in our hearts.” 

• I agree with the U.S. going to war with Germany, because if 
we didn’t they might have won and we could have lost the 
country that we live in today.  



Propaganda
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