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Battle Story: Bunker Hill
• When: June 17, 1775 
• Where: Bunker Hill in Massachusetts  
• Who: British against the Americans  
• Why: Britain was striving to keep the Americans 

under British control. 
• What: The beginning of the Revolutionary War with 

the Americans and the British involved many battles. 



How it “Went Down”
• As the British approached the Americans, General 

Prescott demanded, “Don’t fire until you can see 
the whites of their eyes!” due to the Americans’ 
limited supply of ammunition. Prescott wanted to 
cherish their ammo for as long as possible. 

• When the Redcoats were close, the Americans 
opened fire with no mercy, sending the British into 
retreat.  

• After re-forming their lines, the British attacked again 
a second time, but had the same result. 



Continued…
• The Americans were running low on ammunition by 

now. 
• On the third time up the hill, the British and the 

American troops engaged in hand-to-hand 
combat. 

• The American’s were outnumbered and forced to 
retreat, resulting in the British victory.



Key Participants (British)
• Major General William Howe (1729-1814) led 

the British troops of the right field in the Battle 
of Bunker Hill in the defeat of the American 
troops. 

• Brigadier General Robert Pigot (1720-96) led 
the British troops of the left field in the Battle 
of Bunker Hill.

(Right) Major General William Howe after the British 
victory at Bunker Hill.



Key Participants (American)
• Colonel William Prescott (1726-1795) led the 

American troops in the Battle of Bunker Hill. He was a 
very strategic leader. 

• Artemas Ward (1727-1800) Acting quickly on this 
intelligence, the Massachusetts Committee of Safety 
orders General Artemas Ward, commander of the 
colonial militia surrounding Boston, to race the British 
to the Charlestown peninsula, capture Bunker Hill, 
and then seize the Dorchester hills. 

General Artemas Ward during his service in the Massachusetts 
Committee of Safety.



The Results of the Battle
• By the end of the engagement, Patriots’ gunfire had 

cut down some 1,000 enemy troops, with more than 
200 killed and more than 800 wounded. 

• More than 100 Americans perished and 300 were 
wounded.  

• The British won the battle of Bunker Hill.



George Washington
Revolutionary War Leader Story



Whose Side Are You On?
• Although George Washington was born British, he 

did support the American Colonists side, considering 
he was later the first United States President. 

(Right) Here is a picture of General George Washington and his 
horse dressed for battle against the British.



Major Accomplishments
• On June 19, 1775, George Washington was 

commissioned as the general and commander-in-
chief of the Continental Army. 

• Was the first President of the United States. 
• Organized the first United States Cabinet and the 

Executive branch. 
• Signed the Naval Act establishing the U.S. Navy in 

1794. 
• He was exposed to the small pox virus and became 

immune to the virus in turn leaving him unable to 
have children.



Nearing The End
• Washington died at Mount Vernon in the late 

evening on December 14, 1799 from a throat 
infection called epiglottitis. 

• On December 18 he was buried in the family vault 
at Mount Vernon.



Women
Unsung Hero Story



Women’s Roles
• From supportive roles like nurses, cooks and maids to 

more direct roles such as secret soldiers and spies, 
women did more than their share to help win 
America’s independence. 

• It was not only spies, however, that affected the 
Revolution. Some women, like Abigail Adams, wife 
of future president John Adams, supported the 
cause in other ways, nursing injured soldiers, 
providing supplies, and even creating much needed 
ammunition!



Key Women
• Deborah Sampson of Plympton, Mass. Who fought 

under the alias of Robert Shurtlift in 1781 and served 
for a year before being discovered. 

• Ann (Nancy) Bailey of Boston, who enlisted in 1777 
under the alias Sam Gray and was promoted to 
Corporal before her identity was discovered, 
resulting in her arrest and imprisonment. 

• Ann Bates is one such person. A Philadelphia 
schoolteacher, loyal to the crown, she assumed a 
false name and pretended to peddle while 
counting Continental Army troops and supplies for 
the British



Facts
Revolutionary War



Facts
• The colonist army was out numbered by almost 600. 
• The British captured 30 colonist hostages. 
• 828 British troops were wounded during the battle of 

Bunker Hill. 
• The Battle of Bunker Hill’s significance is that it was 

the first American War for Independence. 
• The British troops wore the iconic redcoats during the 

battle.



Facts Continued..
• While the British drove the Americans from the 

Charlestown peninsula it was with heavy loss. The 
battle was at the time considered to be an 
American defeat but has since been lifted to the 
ranks of a heroic stands against forces of oppression. 

• For both sides, Bunker Hill was the start of a journey 
for military education.



Facts Continued..
• British Major General William Howe made the 

mistake of making a frontal assault on the colonists 
who were much more organized. 

• The British army was provided with the wrong 
ammunition for their weapons. 

• The Battle of Bunker Hill ironically took place on 
Breed’s Hill, next to Bunker Hill.



Quotations
• “Don’t shoot until you can see the whites of their 

eyes!”  -General William Prescott during the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. 

• "I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my 
country." -- Nathan Hale's last words before being 
hanged by British



Weapons

These are examples of the weapons that the British and American 
forces were using during the Battle of Bunker Hill. 


