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Statistics of the War



Five Causes of War:

Treaty of Versailles:

● Treaty of Versailles: The Treaty of Versailles ended world war I between Germany and the Allied 

Powers. Because Germany had lost the war the treaty was very harsh against Germany.

● Germany was forced to “accept the responsibility” of the war damages suffered by the Allies.

● The Treaty required that Germany pay a huge sum of money called reparations.

● The problem with the treaty is that it left the German economy in ruins.

● People were starving and the government was in chaos.

● German anger at the treaty was aimed at different groups.



Japanese Expansion:

● In the period before World War II, Japan was growing rapidly.

● However, as an island nation they did not have the land or the natural resources to sustain their 

growth.

● Japan began to look to grow their empire in order to gain new resources.

● They invaded Manchuria in 1931 and China in 1937.

● In order to gain more land and natural resources that they needed, Japan made a plan to invade 

weaker neighbors including Manchuria and China.



Fascism:

● With the economic turmoil left behind by World War I, some countries were taken over by dictators 

who formed powerful fascist governments.

● The first fascist government was Spain which was ruled by the dictator Franco.

● Then Mussolini took control of Italy.

● These dictators wanted to expand their empires and began to look for new lands to conquer.

● Italy invaded and took over Ethiopia in 1935.

● Adolf Hitler would emulate Mussolini in his take over of Germany.



Hitler and the Nazi Party:

● In Germany, Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party rose to power.

● The German were desperate for someone to turn around their economy and restore their national 

pride.

● Hitler offered them hope.

● In 1934 Hitler proclaimed the “Fuhrer” (leader) and became dictator of Germany.

● Hitler resented the restrictions put on Germany by the Treaty of Versailles.

● While talking about peace, Hitler began to rearm Germany.

● He allied Germany with Mussolini and Italy.

● Then Hitler looked to restore Germany to power by expanding his empire.

● He first took over Austria in 1938.

● When the League of Nations did nothing to stop him, Hitler became bolder and took over 

Czechoslovakia in 1939.



Appeasement:

● After World War I, the nations of Europe were weary and did not want another war.

● When countries such as Italy and Germany became aggressive and began to take over their neighbors 

and build up their armies, countries such as Britain and France hoped to keep peace through 

“appeasement”. 

● This meant that they tried to make Germany and Hitler happy rather than try to stop him.

● They hoped that by meeting his demands he would be satisfied and there wouldn’t be any war.

● Unfortunately, the policy of appeasement backfired.

● It only made Hitler boulder. It also gave him time to build up his army.



Great Depression:

● The period before World War II was a time of great economic experiencing strong fascist and 

communist movements including France and Great Britain prior to the war.

● Prior to World War II, the United States attempted to stay out of world issues with a policy of 

isolationism.

● They were not members of the League of Nations.

● As part of their appeasement policy, Britain and France agreed to let Hitler have part of 

Czechoslovakia in the Munich Agreement.

● Czechoslovakia had no say in the deal. The Czechoslovakia called the agreement the “Munich 

Betrayal”.

● Japan had taken over Korea, Manchuria, and a significant part of China before World War II began.



Allies and Axis Powers:

● Germany 

● Italy

● Japan



11 Important individuals



Winston Churchill:

● Born: November 30, 1874, Blenheim Palace, United Kingdom 

● Died: January 24, 1965, Kensington, London, United Kingdom

● Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was a British statesman, 

army officer, and writer who served as Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom from 1940 to 1945 and again from 1951 to 1955.



Winston Churchill Art:

● In a sense, the world of Churchill previous career had been a preparation for wartime leadership. 

An intense patriot; a romantic believer in his country’s greatness and its historic role in Europe, 

the empire, and the world; a devote of action who thrived on challenge and crisis; a student, 

historical, and veteran of war; a statesman who was master of the arts of politics, despite or 

because of long political exile. 

● Newbuildings, 

Sussex 1921

● Racecourse, Nice 

1921

● Mimizan Plage, 

Lands 1920

● The Harbour at St. Jean 

Cap Ferrat 1921

● A Room at Breccles, Norfolk 

1920



Franklin.D.Roosevelt:

● Born: January 30th, 1882 : Hyde Park, NY

● Died: April 12th, 1945 : Warm Springs, GA

● Frank Delano Roosevelt , often referred to by his initials FDR, was an American statesman and 

political leader who served as the 32nd President of the United States from 1933 until 1945.

● Party: Democratic Party.



Adolf Hitler:

● Born: April 20, 1889, Braunau am Inn, Austria

● Died: April 30, 1945, Berlin

● Height: 5’9”

● Nazi leader Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) was one of the most powerful and infamous dictators of the 

20th century. After World War I, he rose to power in the national socialist German workers party, 

taking control of the German government 1933. His establishment of concentration camps to inter 

Jews. 



George Marshall:

● Born: December 31, 1880, Uniontown, PA

● Died: October 16, 1959, Washington, D.C.

● He was Chief of staff of the United States Army under Presidents Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry S. 

Truman, and Secretary of Defense under Truman. He was hailed as the “organizer of victory” by 

Winston Churchill for his leadership of the Allied victory in World War II.



George S. Patton:

● Born: November 11, 1885, San Gabriel

● Died: December 21, 1945, Heidelberg, Germany

● General George Smith Patton Jr. Was a senior officer of the United States Army who commanded the 

U.S. Seventh Army in the Mediterranean and European theaters of the World War II, but is best known 

for his leadership of the U.S.



Josef Mengele:

● Born: March 16, 1911, Gunzburg,Germany

● Died: February 7, 1979, Bertioga, Sao Paulo, Brazil

● Josef Mengele was a German schutzstaffel officer and physician in Auschwitz concentration camp 

during World War II.



Douglas MacArthur:

● Born: January 26, 1880, Little Rock

● Died: April 5, 1964, Walter Reed National Military Medical Center

● Height: 6’0”

● Service Number: 0-57

● Douglas MacArthur was an American five-star general and Field Marshal of the Philippine Army. He 

was Chief of staff of the United States Army during the 1930s and played a prominent role in the 

Pacific theater during World War II.



John Basilone:

● Born: November 4, 1916, Buffalo, NY

● Died: February 19, 1945, Iwo Jima, Japan

● John Basilone 



Chester Nimitz:

● Born: February 24, 1885, Fredericksburg, TX

● Died: February 20, 1966, Yerba Buena Island, San Francisco, CA

● Chester William Nimitz, Sr, was a fleet admiral of the United States Navy, He played a major role in 

the Naval history of World War II as commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific fleet and commander in Chief.



Erwin Rommel:

● Born: November 15, 1891, Heidenheim an der Brenz, Germany

● Died: October 14, 1944, Herrlingen, Blaustein, Germany.

● Nickname: The Desert Fox

● Height: 5’6”

● Erwin Rommel was a German general and military theorist. Popularly known as the Desert fox, he 

served as field marshal in the Wehrmacht of Nazi Germany during World War II.



Benito Mussolini:

● Born: July 29, 1883, Predappio, Italy

● Died: April 28, 1945, Giulino, Italy

● Height: 5’7”

● Party: Republican Fascist Party

● Nicknames: Mussolini, Iron Prefect

● Benito Amilcare Andrea Mussolini was an Italian politician and journalist who was leader of the 

National fascist party.



Two songs from the World War II Era:

● White Cliffs of Dover - Vera Lynn

○ 1942

○ https://youtu.be/6U7vRc-wR68

■ In 1942, Vera Lynn recorded “(There’ll Be Bluebirds over)The white cliffs of Dover.” The 

song was written by Walter Kent and Nat Burton before the united states entered the 

war. Germany had been bombing Great Britain in 1940- the Battle of Britain, and the 

song looked forward to a time when peace would reign again in the skies over the cliff 

of Dover.

● Wonder when my baby coming home - Jimmy Dorsey & Orchestra

○ 1942

○ https://youtu.be/kp-aELNwxvw

■ The mood of the song is sentimental and nostalgic because it is about two lovers 

separated by war.

https://youtu.be/6U7vRc-wR68
https://youtu.be/kp-aELNwxvw


Vera Lynn:

● Born: March 20, 1917 (age 100) East Ham, London, United Kingdom

● 1917- Present

● Birth Name: Vera Margaret Welch

● Vera Margaret Lynn, widely known as “the forces’ sweetheart”, is an english singer of traditional 

pop, songwriter and actress, whose musical recordings and performances were enormously popular 

during the second war.

● Song: White Cliffs Of Dover.(1942)



Song Lyrics : White Cliffs Of Dover:

● There’ll be bluebirds over

● The white cliffs of dover

● Tomorrow

● Just you wait and see

● I'll never forget the people I met

● Braving those angry skies

● The light of hope in their eyes

● And though I’m far away 

● I still can hear them say

● Bombs up

● But when the dawn comes up

● There’ll be bluebirds over

● The white cliffs of dover

● Tomorrow

● Just you wait and see

● There;ll be love and laughter

● And peace ever after

● Tomorrow

● When the world is free

● The shepherd will tend his sheep

● The valley will bloom again 

● And Jimmy will go to sleep

● In his own little room again

● There’ll be bluebirds over

● The white cliffs of dover

● Tomorrow

● Just you wait and see

● There’ll be bluebirds over

● The white cliffs of dover

● Tomorrow

● Just you wait and see



Jimmy Dorsey:

● Born: February 29, 1904, Shenandoah, PA

● Died: June 12, 1957, New York City, NY

● Jimmy Dorsey was a prominent American jazz clarinetist, saxophonist composer and big band leader. 

He was known as “JD”. He recorded and composed the jazz and pop.

● Song: Wonder When My Baby’s Coming Home. (1942)



Song Lyrics: Wonder When My Baby’s Coming Home:

● Haven’t seen a sunny day

● Ever since you went away

● Wonder when my baby’s coming home 

● I haven’t slept a wink at night

● Worrying if he’s all right

● Wonder when my baby’s coming home

● Oh I really can’t help cryin’

● I’m so hungry for his caress

● Though I promised I wouldn’t be cryin’

● I’m not brave enough, I guess

● Home will be a lonely place

● Till I kiss the funny face

● Wonder when my baby’s coming home

● Home will be a lonely place

● Till I kiss funny face

● Wonder when my baby’s coming home



Four Pieces of Literature:

World War II Era:







Three Events around World War II:



D-Day:

● On- D-Day, June 6, 1944, General Dwight Eisenhower led U.S. and Allied troops in an invasion of 

Normandy, France.

● The armies fought their way through France and Belgium and the east. On May 7, 1945



Hiroshima and Nagasaki:

● The Japanese fought on after the war in Europe ended. Truman decided to use the newly developed 

atomic bomb to end the war quickly and Prevent more U.S. casualties. The Enola Gay dropped an 

atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan on August 6, 1945, killing about 100,000 and more. On August 9, a 

second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, Japan, killing another 40,000 people.



Anti - Semitism:

● In part, the Nazi party gained popularity by disseminating anti-jewish propaganda. Millions bought 

Hitler’s book Mein Kampf, which called for the removal of Jews from Germany.

● With Nazi rise to power in 1933, the party ordered anti-jewish boycotts, staged book burnings, and 

enacted anti- jewish legislation. In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws defined Jews by blood and ordered the 

total separation of “ Aryans” and “non-Aryans”

● On November 9, 1938, the nazis destroyed synagogues and the shop windows of jewish- owned stores 

throughout Germany and Austria.



Casualties of World War II:

● World War II fatality statistics vary, with estimates of total deaths ranging from 50 million from 50 

million to more than 80 million includes deaths from war - related disease and famine Civilians 

killed totalled 50 to 55 million, including 18 to 20 million from war -related diseases and famine.



Three Maps of the war:





Prisoners of war:

● Imperial Japan and Nazi Germany ( towards soviet POWS and Western Allied commandos) were notorious 

for atrocities against prisoners of war.

● The Germans also commandos captured behind German lines per the commando order. 



National boundaries change:



Effects that occured due to World 

War II



Technology :

● The Dynamo-powered torch :

○ Power was always a problem during the world war II and in 1943 in occupied 

Netherlands the Philips company built a dynamo-powered flashlight for the troops. 

Powered by a handle on top, light was generated by squeezing the handle on top. The 

unit had no battery charge, so power was only generated while the handle was being 

rapidly depressed. The torches were nicknamed the knijkata due to the noise that the 

dynamo made.

○ Although previous examples of dynamo-powered torches exist, Philips managed to 

mass produce them and popularise them : the torches were still on sale in the 50’s. 

They were built to last : we have one and more than 70 years later, it still working 

using the original components and torches use a hand crank that charges an internal 

battery giving more use for less effort.



Technology:

● The Jerry Can :

○ Called the Wehramachtskanister by the Germans, the Jerrycan is a robust container 

designed for carrying fuel around. It was invented at the quest of Hitler to provide a 

way to transporting fuel by hand. The clever design was reverse engineered by the 

Allies and put into service to replace their existing canisters, which were easy to 

puncture.

○ The Jerry Can is a clever for several reasons. First, it has three handles, which lets a 

can be carried by one person or two people easily, plus passed along a human chain 

like a bucket full of water for putting out a fire. When empty, the three handles mean 

two cans can carry two Jerry Cans in each hand.

○ The cross design on the side helps strengthen the can, while allowing the contents to 

expand. There was also an air pocket allows smooth and aerate pouring on the 

contents.



Battle of Dunkirk



Where is Dunkirk:

● North of France, on the shores of the North Sea near Belgian-French border. The Strait of 

Dover, where the distance between England and France is just 21 miles across the English 

Channel, is located to the southwest.

● Because of its seaside location near the borders of three European powers, Dunkirk ( also 

known as Dunkerque in French) and the surrounding area have been the scene of centuries of 

commerce and travel.

● As well as numerous bloody battles.



● Dunkirk is a small town on the coast of France and the scene of a massive military campaign 

during World War II. As the German army advanced through northern France, it cut off 

British troops from their French allies, forcing an enormous evacuation of soldiers across 

the North Sea to England. In the days following the successful evacuation, the campaign 

became known as the “Miracle of Dunkirk”.



● On May 10, 1940, the Germans launched their attack against the West storming into Belgium, Holland 

and Luxembourg with lightning speed. Faced with vastly superior airpower, a more unified command 

and highly mobile armed forces, the Allied defenders were a poor match for the German Wehrmacht.

● By May 12, the Germans had entered France, outflanking the Northwest corners of Maginot Line, alleged 

by French military commanders to be impregnable defense of their border. On May 15, the Dutch 

surrendered - Belgium would surrender unconditionally two weeks later.

● The Germans continued their advance in an arc westward from the Ardennes in Belgium, along France’s 

Somme River, and toward the English Channel, cutting off all communication and transport between the 

Allies’ Northern and Southern forces.

● The Allied armies in the north, trapped by the sea near Dunkirk, were quickly being encircled on all 

sides. By May 19, Lord John Gort, the British commander, was already  considering the withdrawal of 

the entire British Expeditionary Force (BEF) from Europe.

● Fortunately for the Allies, Nazi leaders halted the German advance. Hitler had been assured by 

Hermann Goering, head of the Luftwaffe, that his aircraft could destroy the Allied forces trapped on 

the beaches at Dunkirk, so the forces besieging Dunkirk pulled back.



● As horrific as the Battle of Dunkirk was for soldiers, it was perhaps worse for unarmed civilians, 

as thousands of refugees fled for their lives to escape the fallout of the battle.

● President Franklin D. Roosevelt, in a radio broadcast, made known the dire situation of Belgian 

and French civilians suffering the fallout of the Battle of Dunkirk.

○ “Tonight , over the once peaceful roads of Belgium and France, millions are now moving, running form their 

homes to escape bombs and shells and machine gunning, without shelter, and almost wholly without food”, said 

Roosevelt.

Civilians of Dunkirk:



Battle of Stalingrad 



●     The Battle of Stalingrad ( July 17, 1942 - Feb. 2, 1943, was the successful Soviet defense of the City of 

Stalingrad (now Volgograd) in the U.S.S.R. during the World War II. Russians consider it to be the 

greatest battle of their Great Patriotic War, and most historians consider it to be the greatest battle 

of the entire conflict. It stopped the German advance into the tide of war into Soviet Union and marked 

the turning of the tide of the war in favor of the Allies. The Battle of Stalingrad was one of the 

bloodiest battles in history, with combined military and civilian casualties of nearly 2 million.

●     The russians hailed it a “Contemporary Cannae”, and the Germans condemned it as a RattenKrieg (Rat 

war). Both descriptions were fitting. In the Battle of Stalingrad, Soviet forces surrounded and crushed 

an entire German army under General Friedrich Paulus, emulating Hannibal’s encirclement and 

destruction of a Roman army under Aemilius Paulus in 216 B.C. For both sides, Stalingrad became a 

desperate orderal of rodent like scurrying from hole to hole.



● This monumental battle is just considered a turning point in the war on the Eastern Front and one of the 

most crucial engagements of World War II. The invading Germans saw the conquest of Stalingrad as 

essential to their campaign in Southern Russia, since from this strategic point on the point Volga River 

they could launch further assaults in the caucasus. The Russians were determined to defend the city as a 

Vital industrial and transportation center. Both Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler understood the 

symbolic importance of the only city to bear the soviet dictators name.



Pearl Harbor



● Pearl Harbor is a U.S. Naval base near Honolulu, Hawaii, that was the scene of a 

devastating surprise attack by Japanese forces on December 7, 1941. Just before 8am. On 

Sunday morning, hundreds of Japanese fighter planes descended on the base, where they 

managed to destroy or damage nearly 20 American Naval Vessels, including eight 

battleships, and over 300 airplanes. More than 2,400 Americans died in the attack, 

including civilians, and another 1,000 people were wounded. The day after the assault, 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt asked congress to declare war on  Japan.



Where is Pearl Harbor ?

● Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, is located near the center of the Pacific Ocean, roughly 2,000 miles 

from the U.S. mainland about 4,000 miles from Japan.

● Therefore, no one believed that the Japanese would start a war with an attack on the 

distant islands of Hawaii.

● Additionally, American intelligence officials were confident that any in the 

(relatively) nearby European colonies in the South Pacific - Dutch East Indies, 

singapore or Indochina.

● Because American military leaders were not expecting an attack so close to home, the 

Naval facilities at Pearl Harbor were relatively undefended. Almost the entire Pacific 

fleet was moved around ford island in the Harbor, and hundreds of airplanes were 

squeezed onto adjacent airfields.

● To the Japanese, Pearl Harbor was an irresistibly easy target.



Impact of the Pearl Harbor attack:

● In all, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor crippled of destroyed nearly 20 American 

ships and more than 30 airplanes. Dry docks airfields were likewise destroyed. Most 

important, 2,403 sailors, soldiers and civilians were killed and about 1,000 people were 

wounded.

● But the Japanese had failed to cripple the Pacific fleet. By the 1940’s, battleships were 

no longer the most important Naval vessel : Aircraft carriers were, and as it happened, 

all of the Pacific fleet carriers were away from the base on December 7. Some had returned 

to the mainland and others were delivering planes to troops on Midway and Wake islands.

● Moreover, the Pearl Harbor assault had left the base’s most vital onshore facilities - oil 

storage depots, repair shops, shipyards and submarine docks - intact. As a result, the U.S. 

Navy was able to rebound relatively quickly from the attack. 



Propaganda:
● Is information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote or publicize 

a particular political cause or point of view.



Bismarck Battleship



● On May 24, 1941, Britain’s HMS Hood and the newly launched German battleship 

Bismarck exchanged ferocious blows in one of the most epic duels in history of 

maritime warfare. Look back at four days in world war II that left more than 3,000 

sailors dead.

● Under cover of darkness in the early morning hours of May 19, 1941, the most 

formidable battleship to ever have been built slipped into the Baltic Sea on its 

maiden voyage. An ocean - bound castle, the armored Bismarck was the first full - 

scale battleship constructed by the German navy since World War II.

● Accompanied by the heavy cruiser Prinz Eugen, the largest warship afloat broke out 

into the frigid. Open waters of the North Atlantic on a top-secret mission, codenamed 

operation rheinubung, to attack the Allied convoys crossing the ocean between the 

united states and Great Britain with oil, food and other supplies. Nazi leaders hoped 

that their “unsinkable” state-of-the-art battleship would sever the Allied lifeline 

and starve the british into submission.

● Having received reports that Bismarck was loose in the Atlantic ocean stalking its 

prey. The British dispatched afleet to track down the Nazis daunting battleship. 

Among those in pursuit were the recently commissioned battleship HMS Prince of Wales 

and the pride of the Royal Navy, HMS Hood. launched in 1918, Hood was Britain's 

largest battle cruiser and perhaps the most famous warship afloat.



Memphis Belle



● In the flak-filled sky over a German U-boat installation in occupied France on 

January 23, 1943, Memphis Belle was battling for their life. The U.S. Army Air Force 

Boeing B-17F, destined to become the most famous flying fortress in history, had 

approached the submarine base at Lorient flying in formation, amid one of the four 

groups of bombers that had targeted the sub pens. 

● Almost nearly their goal Captain Robert K. Morgan and the crew of Memphis Belle had to 

penetrate a protective screen of the German fighters, then they thread their way 

through a thick blanket of anti-aircrafts fire over the sub pens.

● The bomber could head home to Eighth Air Force base at Bassingbourn, England. But 

they still had to get past those fighters. Because ours was  the smallest of the four 

groups, they concentrated on us, Morgan later remembers for the 22 minutes they gave 

us hell.

●



Holocaust 



● Definition:

○ Destruction or slaughter on a mass scale, especially caused by fire or nuclear 

war.

● Is a jewish sacrificial offering that burned completely on an alter.

○ Dates : January 30th, 1933 - May 8, 1945.

○ Deaths : Around 6 million jews.

■ 17 million victims.



Informations :

● “Holocaust” from the Greek words “Holos” (whole) and “Kaustos” (burned), was 

historically used to describe a sacrificial offering burned on an alter. Since 1945, 

the word has taken on a new and horrible meaning. The mass murder of some 6 million 

European Jews ( as well as members of some other persecuted groups, such as Gypsies and 

Homosexuals)by the German Nazis regime during the second World War. to the 

anti-semitic Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, jews were on an inferior race, an alien threat to 

German racial purity and community.



Gas Chambers :

● This gas chamber was the largest room in Crematorium 1 at Auschwitz. The room was 

originally used as a mortuary but was converted in 1941 into a gas chambers where 

Soviet Pows and Jews were killed.



● The ovens at Auschwitz cremated the bodies who died in the camp.



● This photo from 1981 shows the interior of one the dormitory houses at the Auschwitz 

concentration camp in Poland.



Atlantic Charter:

● During the World War II (1939-45), the United States and Great Britain issued a joint 

declaration in August 1941 that set out a vision for the postwar world. In January 

1942, a group of 26 Allied nations pledged their support of this declaration. Known as 

the Atlantic Charter. The document is considered one of the first key steps toward the 

establishment of the united Nations in 1945.



Operation Market Garden:

● The 73-day battle of ‘Hell’s highway was perhaps the most savagely fought single action 

in the history of the U.S. Army’s 101st and 82nd Airborne divisions, and the least 

publicized. Is the story of a road, its bridges, and the men who fought and died to keep 

it open.

● For the airborne troops fortunate enough to return from the assault on Normandy, the 

rear bases in England and were utopia. Most of their buddies had come out on stretchers 

or were interred in the fertile soil of the French Coast. 82nd and the 101st were well 

known to the British, who realised the sacrifices they had made in Normandy and 

responded to the Survivors with kindness and respect. The troops were glad to find 

people they could understand and after a few days they swarmed over the island on 

passes to Scotland and the familiar towns they had known before the invasion. 




