
1.1.1 -  Introduction: This Land 
Task Overview  

Summary: 

 The introduction frames the structure of the book’s concepts of land, colonialist settler-
state, goals of settler colonization, and Indigenous resistance; it problematizes cultural conflict 
and religious freedom. The authors help deconstruct previous experiences with learning US 
history.  

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Introduction: This Land here. Youtube’s close-caption will aid in 
the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio book for An Indigenous 
Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not been developed, yet. Task 
time should take ~18 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. What is the significance of land in US history? 

II. How does settler colonialism attempt to erase the lives and histories of people whose 
lands were taken? And how does the saying “The US is a nation of immigrants” erase 
Indigenous peoples’ histories?  

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. The Doctrine of Discovery shaped the US origin story by...  

II. The beliefs in Manifest Destiny directly connect to the Doctrine of Discovery by...  

4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 12 points available for this 
task. 

I. How have US policies been established so that it is acceptable to ignore the land 
rights of Indigenous peoples?  

https://youtu.be/euN37nyNEGM


II. How has a multiculturalist interpretation been presented as a positive way to honor  
contributions of all people to US history? Why is that approach problematic in the US 
origin story? 

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Introduction: 
This Land. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is a total of 45 points 
available for this task. 

I. Create a T-chart to compare and contrast the perspectives of US history from the 
shore and from the ship.  

II. Examine a well-known US origin story, such as the First Thanksgiving, the Battle of 
the Alamo, etc. Create a poster or slideshow to deconstruct the story. Identify the 
following: Who are the good guys? ...the enemy? Who is portrayed as strong? ...as 
weak? Whose voices are heard in the story? What is the underlying message in this 
story? How does settler colonialism work to make this story acceptable to Americans? 
Rewrite a more balanced version of the story.  

III.Using the maps comparing 1492 to today (here) explain how Manifest Destiny 
worked to shape the United States. What US origin story do these maps portray?  

IV. Find examples of “firsting and lasting” (here) in your neighborhood/town/city. 
Explain how this practice impacts Indigenous peoples whose histories are part of the 
same land area.  

V. Using the US map of 1783 (here) go online and search for a map of Indigenous 
nations in 1783 and another map of Indigenous nations today. Describe how these 
maps were created and how they have changed over time. Discuss what surprised you 
the most about comparing the maps with your hand-drawn map. 

https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/image_for_1.1.1_5-3_v1.0.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/image_for_1.1.1_5-4_v1.0.pdf
http://www.apple.com


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

81 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

