
1.1.3 -  Chapter 2: Culture of Conquest 
Task Overview  

Summary: 

 In this chapter, the concepts of religious dominance, private property, white supremacy, 
and quest for wealth drove the practices of conquest for Europeans prior to 1492. The authors 
delve into how those practices defined the approach with which European “explorers” and their 
benefactors sought to expand landholdings, wealth, and power in other lands in an unrestricted 
approach to vanquish those lands.  

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 2: Culture of Conquest here. Youtube’s close-caption will 
aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio book for An 
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not been 
developed, yet. Task time should take ~23 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. When you encounter someone new who’s different from you, what beliefs do you call 
upon to determine how you will engage with that person? 

II. Is it OK to do “whatever it takes” to get rich or powerful? Why or why not? Give 
examples to support your answer. 

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. Commoners who joined the crusades in Europe benefited from the power of going 
along with other crusaders’ beliefs and actions reminds me of... because… 

II. The manipulation of wealth and the horrors enacted by fifteenth-century European 
nobility in order to obtain gold continue to cause trauma to people because... 

4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 12 points available for this 
task. 

https://youtu.be/M0EcAOGby2o


I. Many European women in the commons were accused of witchcraft. Explain how 
this practice was more than merely a religious exercise and how it worked as a tool of 
colonization in the Americas.  

II. How do the ideas of purity, superiority, and dominance work to create the concept of 
white supremacy?  

III.When building a case for the humanization of one group but the dehumanization of 
another group, what are the lasting impacts on both groups?  

IV. Why would it be useful to create and preserve “terminal narratives” about Indigenous 
people? How does this practice help shape the settler colonial origin myth? How do 
Indigenous people of today continue to disprove terminal narratives?  

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 2: 
Culture of Conquest. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is a total of 45 
points available for this task. 

I. Go online and find examples of how brutality and terrorism have been used in order 
to gain control of lands and people across the world. Write the title and date of each 
example on an index card and place it on a large classroom timeline. Compare peers’ 
responses; look for commonalities across space and time. Journal about your 
conclusions.  

II. Using the court bulletins available on the Native American Rights Fund website 
(here), read the histories and brief background information of current Supreme Court 
and other federal court cases and create a classification chart to show the names, 
numbers, and types of court cases that still impact Indigenous people in the United 
States. Explain how, as the adapters have stated, such court cases are a continuation 
of conflict against Indigenous peoples.  

III.Make a poster that details the negative impacts of the practice of dehumanization or 
othering and offers suggestions for combating those practices. 

IV. Write a poem that captures the sentiment of using bloodlines and DNA to claim rights 
to power or membership in an Indigenous group. 

https://www.narf.org/nill/bulletins/index.html


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

81 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

