
1.2.2 -  Chapter 4: Bloody Footprints 
Task Overview  

Summary: 

 Chapter 4 unpacks the progression of colonizer genocidal practice in attempt “to secure 
their ultimate goal: removal of Indigenous peoples from the land to clear it for European 
settlement.” This chapter highlights major conflicts between different Indigenous nations 
(Powhatan Confederacy, Pequot, Cherokee, Shawnee and Delaware, Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy) and encroaching settler colonialists.  

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 4: Bloody Footprints here. Youtube’s close-caption will 
aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio book for An 
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not been 
developed, yet. Task time should take ~41 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. What would prompt people to take up arms (to fight) against threats to their homes? 

II. Who has the right to claim land and from where does this right come?  

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task.) 

I. Gatekeepers of history must actively promote public information that maintains a 
hero image for its leaders in the origin narrative because… 

II. Traits of courage, bravery, and heroic intentions are often equated with colonial 
“Indian fighters,” not because these men embodied such traits but because… 

4. The following is a discussion question that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 6 points available for this 
task. 

I. Consider the savagery of the European attacks upon Pequot, Delaware, 
Haudenosaunee, and Cherokee villages in an attempt to completely destroy all people 
and homes to take land and profit from it. Discuss the irony of referring to Indigenous 

https://youtu.be/Q9M0OM7bQ1g


people as savage and the complete disregard for the lives of Indigenous people who 
had previously helped the colonists to survive. 

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 4: 
Bloody Footprints. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is a total of 45 points 
available for this task 

I. Examine the definition and characteristics of “war crimes” identified by the Geneva 
Convention of 1949. Make a case to charge British colonizers with war crimes, 
including examples of charges to be brought against them. 

II. Create a graphic organizer that lists the term “genocide” and provides examples of its 
components, then match up any instances of each component with examples of the 
treatment toward Indigenous people in North America by settler colonizers.  

III.Discuss how the exploitation of colonial labor for scalp hunting helped promote the 
goals of settler colonialism. Compare this practice of paying a high bounty for scalps 
with the recruitment of soldiers during the crusades in Europe. 

IV. Research pacifism as an act of resistance and activism, then find images to create a 
collage that depicts acts of Indigenous pacifism in the face of conflict in our 
contemporary world.Examine the Declaration of Independence to quote the line that 
tells, in no uncertain terms, what the “founding fathers” believed about Indigenous 
people. Explain how this line serves the purpose of settler colonialism.  

V. Origin stories are likely to have heroes who are often portrayed as larger than life 
with endearing characteristics, while leaving out or minimizing their less- than-stellar 
habits or characteristics. Select one US “founding father” and research to uncover 
details about his lifestyle that would not likely be promoted in an origin story. Write a 
hashtag that captures this information and tweet the headlines of a newspaper story 
reporting this news. 



Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

Question #2 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

In-Class Discussion Question

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

81 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

