
1.2.3 -  Chapter 5: A Birth of a Nation 
Task Overview  

Summary: 

 This chapter describes the transition of colony to country following the War of 
Independence and the Treaty of Paris in 1783. The authors examine treaties, alliances, and 
continued conflict as more Indigenous nations actively resisted the continued encroachment and 
terrorism from the new Americans.  

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 5: A Birth of a Nation here. Youtube’s close-caption will 
aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio book for An 
Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not been 
developed, yet. Task time should take ~31 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. Theorize why Indigenous people were not represented at the Treaty of Paris even 
though their lands were being negotiated in the postwar settlement. 

II. Brainstorm ideas about how the United States could begin to honor numerous treaties 
made with Indigenous nations since 1783. 

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. The role of Tecumseh is one of enormous ambassadorship and nation building 
because… 

II. If the United States and the individual states had honored treaties and continued to 
work with the alliances of Indigenous nations, landholdings and political authority of 
Indigenous alliances today might function very differently today by… 

4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 12 points available for this 
task. 

https://youtu.be/qtwTdj2yX2M


I. Despite continued resistance, the Treaty of Greenville was signed with every intent 
that the terms of the treaty would be upheld by the United States government. Discuss 
whether such treaties were empty from the beginning or if the continued 
encroachment by frontier squatters prompted the United States to break the terms of 
the treaty with Indigenous alliances. How might that pattern be repeated to resurface 
over again in US history? 

II. How has the United States government exploited the greed or hardship of individuals 
from Indigenous nations to acquire more land?  

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 5: 
The Birth of a Nation. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is a total of 45 
points available for this task. 

I. Visit the official state website for Prophetstown State Park in Indiana here and 
compare the historical accounts from this book and the website. Write about the 
significance of the alliance and the important role that Tecumseh played in uniting 
many Indigenous nations under a common purpose.  

II. Label on a map the places mentioned within this chapter. Calculate the amount of 
land taken from Indigenous peoples in this region based on descriptions from chapter 
5. 

III.Write a word splash poster that lists all the reasons to seriously consider secession. 
Discuss whether or not you would support Indigenous nations’ complete separation 
from the United States as a whole, and identify the factors that would validate such a 
decision.  

IV. Go online and search for language reclamation and revitalization efforts at different 
nations. Write a poem that addresses the impact that colonization has played in 
languages being taken from Indigenous nations.  

V. Create a T-chart that lists pros and cons of identifying with the client class for a group 
of Indigenous people. Summarize your chart with an evaluation of what situations 
might have influenced certain groups within Indigenous nations to participate in the 
client class. Also, discuss how this kind of system might have long-lasting legal 
issues for Indigenous nations. 

https://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2971.htm


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

Question #2 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

87 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

