
1.3.1 -  Chapter 6: Jefferson, Jackson and the Pursuit 
of Indigenous Homelands 

Task Overview  

Summary: 

 This chapter shows how Indigenous nations continued to resist ongoing usurpation of 
land with the annexation of US landholdings and the repeated encroachment of treaty-established 
boundaries by squatters. This chapter also details the strengthened attempts at ethnic cleansing 
by the US government through extermination and removal policies targeting Indigenous lands 
and peoples. 

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 6: Jefferson, Jackson, and the Pursuit of Indigenous 
Homelands here. Youtube’s close-caption will aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-
speech is the audio, an audio book for An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United 
States for Young People has not been developed, yet. Task time should take ~25 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. Why would someone consider it useful to disguise the true meaning of their words 
when making agreements with others? What are some code words that you have 
heard to disguise the true meaning of something controversial? 

II. Why would the United States become concerned over Indigenous nations joining 
together to form alliances? Do you think that Indigenous nations have the right to 
form alliances? Was the concern expressed by the US warranted? 

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. When drafting a formal agreement, such as a treaty, it’s best to choose words wisely 
so that… 

II. Two questions I would ask of both Alexis de Tocqueville and Black Hawk about 
forced removal of Indigenous people would be... 

https://youtu.be/rOuE9SSuc5w


4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 18 points available for this 
task. 

I. Does knowing that two US presidents intentionally plotted and deployed Indian 
Removal (Jefferson and Jackson) make the act of forced removal of twenty-six 
Indigenous nations any more or less disturbing or acceptable? How does our 
perception of events change depending on who’s involved?  

II. How has settler colonialism worked to set up the genocidal practices described in this 
chapter?  

III.In what ways did Indigenous nations resist the dishonesty and deviousness of the US  
government during the time period detailed in chapter 6? 

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 6: 
Jefferson, Jackson, and the Pursuit of Indigenous Homelands. Task time should take 
~120-180 minutes. There is a total of 45 points available for this task. 

I. Visit Using the depictions from eyewitnesses of Cherokee and Choctaw removal on 
pages 119 and 120 (here), illustrate the scenes that they witnessed and include one 
quote from each account to capture the sentiment of the scene.  

II. Create a chart that details each Indigenous nation affected by Indian removal and 
compare the homelands with the land assigned in “Indian Territory” by size, available 
resources, and climate. 

III.“Euphemism” is a way to describe a word or term such as “ethnic cleansing” to say 
something bad in a lighter way that hides the true intent or meaning. Look at other 
instances, either in history or contemporary use of terms, and relabel them using more 
accurate terms. One example to start with is “food insecurity.” 

IV. Indigenous engineering has long fascinated people with its intricate and durable 
design, such as the Red Stick Fortifications (here). Find another example of 
Indigenous engineering near you or online and write a detailed description of the 
design, its purpose, and its historical significance.  

V. Read through Article 5 of the Treaty of Greenville, available at the Yale Law School 
(here). Using the example of critical analysis provided by the authors on pages 
116-117 (here), write the interpretation by its intended audience, then write the 
interpretation by an Indigenous audience. Finally, identify any words used to disguise 
the true intent and evaluate the true meaning of the excerpt. 

https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/image_for_1.3.1_5-1_v1.0.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/image_for_1.3.1_5-4_v1.0.pdf
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/greenvil.asp#art5
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/text_for_1.3.1_5-5_v1.0.pdf


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #3 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

87 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

