
1.3.3 -  Chapter 8: Indigenous Lands Become  
“Indian Country” 

Task Overview  

Summary: 

 Chapter 8 spans the period prior to the US Civil War through the allotment era that ends 
at the turn of the twentieth century. Land continues to be the major point of contention in the US, 
and the changing political climate with a nation at war with itself provides for different 
experiences for Indigenous people, ranging from support of the Confederacy to being hunted 
down by Black soldiers and the near extinction of the sacred buffalo on the plains. Resistance, 
capture, and enslavement are running themes through this era, as well. 

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 8: Indigenous Lands Become “Indian Country” here. 
Youtube’s close-caption will aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, 
an audio book for An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People 
has not been developed, yet. Task time should take ~30 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. As a president, how did Abraham Lincoln consider Indigenous peoples and what 
kinds of policies did his administration enact against Indigenous peoples? 

II. In what ways have Indigenous peoples used knowledge and skills to actively resist 
terrorism throughout the centuries? How have these practices helped with resilience 
and survival? 

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. The decision to support either the Union or the Confederacy by some Indigenous 
nations served strategic purposes, such as… 

II. This quote: “A congressional investigation heard detailed eyewitness reports of the 
soldiers’ brutality. Horrified officials verbally condemned the attack and Chivington 
himself, but no one ever went to trial for the Sand Creek massacre” (p. 141, here), 

https://youtu.be/RacdJhmk6xY
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/text_for_1.3.3_3-12a_v1.0..pdf


taken with this quote: “In Mankato, a commission of military officers heard the 
murder cases, sometimes reaching a verdict after only a few minutes. In all, 303 
Dakota men were sentenced to death” (p. 139, here), provides a glimpse into… 

4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 12 points available for this 
task. 

I. Create a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the Trail of Tears forced removal of 
the Southeastern and Eastern Indigenous nations (Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole, 
Creek, and others) with the Long Walk forced removal of the Navajo and Apache of 
the Southwest. Analyze the factors that created the biggest differences between the 
two traumatic events. 

II. How does the quest for wealth continue to recur in the stories of land theft for the 
Dakota, Lakota, and Cheyenne people following the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868?  

5. Choose one of the following activities to  develop a further understanding of Chapter 8: 
Indigenous Lands Become “Indian Country.” Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. 
There is a total of 45 points available for this task. 

I. Using examples from An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young 
People, create a graphic organizer that identifies many ways Indigenous people 
resisted oppressive policies forced upon them, their bodies, their land, and their 
existence.  

II. Create a flowchart that depicts the career trajectory of a formerly enslaved Buffalo 
Soldier. Explain how various options and outcomes might influence his decisions. 

III.Research the population estimates of the American bison and graph its change over 
time. Summarize the change and analyze the causes of the change in population.  

IV. Research the history of Lozen, an Apache woman warrior (here), and create a poster 
that depicts Apache contributions to Indigenous resistance.  

V. Search online for newspaper stories about Indigenous people in the United States, 
historical or contemporary, and analyze what is being said about the people in the 
article. Write a brief summary and include the citation. What words are used to evoke 
strong feelings, and how is the context of the story portrayed? 

https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/text_for_1.3.3_3-12b_v1.0.pdf
https://www.history.com/news/lozen-apache-woman-warrior


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

81 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

