
1.4.2 -  Chapter 10: Indigenous Action, Indigenous 
Rights 

Task Overview  

Summary: 

 This chapter explores the many pathways and facets of resistance exercised by 
Indigenous peoples in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries from the earliest pan-Indian 
activist groups to the politically powerful and tenaciously established organizations like NCAI. 
The structure of this chapter is an examination of the key points in Indigenous activism. 

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Chapter 10: Indigenous Action, Indigenous Rights here. Youtube’s 
close-caption will aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio 
book for An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not 
been developed, yet. Task time should take ~41 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 12 
points available for this task. 

I. How have Indigenous activists formed alliances to use their collective power for the 
good of all? 

II. Who are some influential Indigenous people involved in activist movements, and how 
have they used their status to help promote the movements? 

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. The most powerful ways to engage in civil disobedience demonstrated by Indigenous 
activists have been … 

II. Pan-Indianism or intertribal activism, when people from multiple Indigenous nations 
form alliances, can be a strategic way to engage in activism because … 

4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 12 points available for this 
task. 

https://youtu.be/M25Yys2wZe0


I. How have the court cases, examples of activism, and organizations presented in this 
chapter demonstrated that Indigenous peoples are not minority groups but sovereign 
nations?  

II. Why is there a contemporary need for laws such as the Indian Child Welfare Act 
(ICWA) and Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA)? 

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 10: 
Indigenous Action, Indigenous Rights. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is 
a total of 45 points available for this task. 

I. Create a set of flashcards or a poster series highlighting the images, names, and 
accomplishments of Indigenous activists mentioned in this chapter. 

II. Contact any of the activist organizations mentioned in this chapter to find out how 
you can help with their efforts. Share this information with your peers. 

III.Be a critical consumer of media by paying attention to what source is generating news 
coverage. Visit the websites of the Native American Rights Fund (here) and the 
Indigenous Environmental Network (here); browse the current coverage of activist 
movements and share with your class.  

IV. Visit the UN website to learn more about treaties that govern your local area (here). 
Use the critical questioning strategies from earlier chapters to help analyze the treaties 
and understand which treaties are ratified.  

V. Visit the official websites (remember to look for .gov) of other states that have 
adopted legislation regarding Indigenous histories such as Washington, Oregon, New 
Mexico, and Montana to compare legislation.  

VI.Go online to learn more about the imprisonment of Hopi people at the Alcatraz Island 
(here). You can also search for other military installations that held Indigenous people 
as prisoners in attempt to coerce them to bend to US will, such as Ft. Marion, Ft. Sill, 
and Ft. Sumner.  

VII.Watch the 2002 Library of Congress video (here) to hear Vine Deloria Jr. talk about 
his work. What influence do his teachings have on Indigenous activism today? 

https://www.narf.org/
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://treaties.un.org/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/hopi-prisoners-on-the-rock.htm
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-3476/


Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

Question #1 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

Question #2 9

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentences.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 sentences.

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

Possible 
Points

87 Total Points Earned

Comments:

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/

