
1.4.3 -  Conclusion: "Water is Like"  
aka Mní Wičhóni 

Task Overview  

Summary: 

 In the concluding chapter, the authors carefully wrap up the major themes and concepts 
of the book in a case study of the protest of the Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) located on the 
Standing Rock Indigenous homelands in North Dakota. The adapters provide a comprehensive 
background to the issues prompting the No DAPL protest and they end with constructive 
suggestions for how to get involved and to stay informed. Check out this music video that 
focuses on the DAPL here. 

Required Tasks: 

1. Engage in the chapter, Conclusion: "Water is Like" aka Mní Wičhóni here. Youtube’s 
close-caption will aid in the visual text. The Kindle text-to-speech is the audio, an audio 
book for An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States for Young People has not 
been developed, yet. Task time should take ~42 minutes. 

2. Collaboration with a partner; remember to take notes. The following are possible 
collaboration questions. Task time should take ~10-20 minutes. There is a total of 18 
points available for this task. 

I. Brainstorm some examples of recent or historic demonstrations held in the United 
States to help bring awareness to injustices suffered by Indigenous people and other 
people of color.  

II. Talk about why Indigenous people and other groups whose rights have been 
threatened would feel the need to engage in political activism.  

III.What might human rights violations look like (think of the UNDRIP here)? Has the 
United States engaged in such violations with Indigenous peoples?  

3. Writing prompts provide an opportunity to engage in the reflective process. Each writing 
prompt should be 5 well-organized sentences. The following are the two prompts for this 
component. Task time should take 20-30 minutes. There is a total of 12 points available 
for this task. 

I. Protecting land, water, and other resources is the responsibility of everyone because...  

II. The role of the Indian Self-Determination Act of 1975 in environmental protection 
efforts is...  

https://youtu.be/Z8hfMeHkE_8
https://youtu.be/C8pBnHjOfTA
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/publications/cultural-survival-quarterly/un-draft-declaration-rights-indigenous-peoples?gclid=Cj0KCQjw2_OWBhDqARIsAAUNTTF0TbyPgEZxEfc0wvGgScZ2qb609d-C0ICAhMQNeIpOYmhKNHbaUcAaAuaoEALw_wcB


4. The following are discussion questions that will be discussed in-class. Task time should 
take 10-15 minutes per discussion question. There is a total of 18 points available for this 
task. 

I. In what ways have the treaty rights of Indigenous nations been honored or ignored by 
the federal government?  

II. In what ways does the participation of celebrities and media coverage in Indigenous 
activism affected the outcomes? Do you think Indigenous nations should welcome or 
prohibit such participation?  

III.Why would the US refuse to acknowledge multiple human rights violations?  

5. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 10: 
Indigenous Action, Indigenous Rights. Task time should take ~120-180 minutes. There is 
a total of 45 points available for this task. 

I. Militarization and the creation of high-stakes endangerment continue to be used as 
tactics to subdue Indigenous peoples. Create an infographic poster to demonstrate 
how such tactics were used at the beginning of settler colonial history and continue to 
be used currently in new ways.  

II. Visit Indian Country Today (here) and Indigenous Environmental Network (here) to 
get an update on the Dakota Access Pipeline news. Create a classroom timeline of the 
events presented in this chapter and continue to add events as they occur regarding 
the case study.  

III.Are you aware of any protected sacred sites in your state or local area? Use the Places 
of Peace and Power website (here) to identify a sacred site near you. Consider the 
question posed by the authors and apply it to the site you chose. 

IV. Using the questions posed by the authors, create a map that labels communities 
located near environmentally hazardous areas. You can find those on the US 
Environmental Protection Agency website (here). Develop a map key that identifies 
such characteristics as race, income levels, and types of hazards. Use information 
from the US Census website (here) to help develop your map.  

V. The authors bring up several considerations for people who might want to support 
demonstrations or protests. Discuss what some potential risks and benefits might be 
of participating in a public protest or demonstration. Make a list of the ways you 
could be the most helpful to such causes and actions. 

https://indiancountrytoday.com/
https://www.ienearth.org/
https://sacredsites.com/americas/united_states/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/search-superfund-sites-where-you-live
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045221


VI.Using the list you compiled from examining the court bulletins described on the 
Native American Rights Fund website (here), select one lawsuit filed by an 
Indigenous nation to examine in more detail. Identify the main concern that led to the 
lawsuit and summarize the issues included in the lawsuit. Evaluate the judge’s final 
ruling and write your own opinion on how you would have ruled if you were the 
judge, including supporting evidence.  

VII.Using what you have learned about the Doctrine of Discovery from the introduction, 
create a web that identifies how the histories of Indigenous peoples have been 
impacted by the Doctrine of Discovery. Include such items as laws, policies, actions 
by settler colonists, court cases, and other topics you have learned about in this book. 

Chapter Task Rubric 

Collaboration with a Partner Earned 
Points

Developing = 2 Proficient = 3 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #3 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Writing Prompts

Developing = 3 Proficient = 6 Advanced = 9

https://www.narf.org/


Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example, 
explanation for 
the question, 
and at least 3 
sentances

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference, 
explanation of the 
question, and at 
least 5 questions

In-Class Discussion Questions

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Question #3 6

Attempts to 
address the 
question and 
engage in 
discourse

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference and 
explanation of the 
question.

Student Choice Activity

Developing = 15 Proficient = 30 Advanced = 45

Student 
Activity

45

Attempts to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of 
the activity.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the activity.

Provides evidence 
with reference page 
and explanation of 
the activity.

https://www.weebly.com/editor/main.php#/


Possible 
Points

93 Total Points Earned

Comments:


