
2.3 - Montana’s Gold and Silver Boom 
Task Overview  

Summary: 

 Gold discoveries triggered a flood of new people into Montana. These newcomers used 
and thought about the land in an entirely different way than Indigenous tribes who had made 
their home in Montana for thousands of years. 

Required Tasks: 

1. Read the chapter, Chapter 2.3 - Montana’s Gold and Silver Boom here. The is text-to-
speech available on all devices, an audio book for Montana: Stories of the Land has not 
been developed, yet. Please ask instruction how to access text-to-speech, if desired. Task 
time should take ~50 minutes. 

2. Complete Chapter 6 Review on page 121 here. Task time should take ~75 minutes. There 
is a total of 88 points available for this task. 

3. Complete Worksheet 1: Placer versus Quartz Mining, here. Task time should take 10 
minutes. There is a total of 12 points available for this task. 

4. Complete Worksheet 2: Creating and Interpreting a Graph, here. Task time should take 
15 minutes. There is a total of 17 points available for this task. 

5. Reading and analyzing primary sources: 

I. Read primary document #1 here. After reading the document, use the Document 
Analysis Worksheet here to assess the document. Task time should take 15 minutes. 
There is a total of 23 points available for this task. 

II. Read primary document #2 here. After reading the document, use the Document 
Analysis Worksheet here to assess the document. Task time should take 15 minutes. 
There is a total of 23 points available for this task. 

III.Read primary document #3 here. After reading the document, use the Document 
Analysis Worksheet here to assess the document. Task time should take 15 minutes. 
There is a total of 23 points available for this task. 

6. Choose one of the following activities to develop a further understanding of Chapter 2.3 - 
Montana’s Gold and Silver Boom. Task time should take ~100 to 150 minutes. There is a 
total of 30 points available for this task. 

https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_-_text_v1.0.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_-_text_v1.0.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_worksheet_1__2.0_.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_worksheet_2__2.0_.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_emily_meredith_letter__2.0_.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/doc_analysis.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_cornelius_hedges_letter__2.0_.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/doc_analysis.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/2.3_-_ew_knight_letter_v1.0.pdf
https://www.mrmsclasses.com/uploads/2/2/1/1/22115862/doc_analysis.pdf


I. Write a report, or create a PowerPoint presentation, on the history of one of the early 
mining towns. Do people still live there today? Why or why not? What do they do? 

II. Make a movie acting out some of the earliest forms of mining. 

III.Make a poster comparing different kinds of mining. 

IV. Make a diorama of an early mining town or of a rocker and sluice. 

V. Make a map showing where various minerals are found in Montana. 

VI.Research the story of Lucia Darling, Mary Ronan, Elizabeth Chester Fisk, Harriet 
Sanders, or another woman who came to Montana as part of the Gold Rush Era. 

VII.Research the lives of Chinese miners during the Gold Rush Era. 

VIII.Learn how to pan for gold. 



Chapter Task Rubric 

Chapter 6 Review on Page 121 Earned 
PointsSection: Checking for Understanding

Question #1 The location is either correct or incorrect. 
Referencing the page is required.

A 2

B 2

C 2

D 2

Question #2 The identification is either correct or incorrect. 
Referencing the page is required.

A 2

B 2

C 2

D 2

E 2

F 2

G 2

Question #3 The definition is either correct or incorrect. 
Referencing the page is required.

A 2

B 2

C 2

D 2

E 2

F 2

Section: Critical Thinking

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6



Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #3 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #4 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #5 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #6 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Section: Past to Present

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.



Question #2 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
requirements.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the requirements.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the requirements.

Section: Make it Local

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6

Question #1 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Total 88

Worksheet 1: Placer versus Quartz Mining

Developing = 4 Proficient = 8 Advanced = 12

Question #1 12

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Total 12

Worksheet 2: Creating and Interpreting a Graph

Major Events in Montana The answer is either correct or incorrect.

Beginning of 
Silver Boom

1

Arrival of the 1st 
Railroad

1

Beginning of 
Copper Boom

1

Statehood 1

Question #1 1

Developing = 2 Proficient = 4 Advanced = 6



Question #3 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Question #4 6

Attempts to 
answer the 
question.

Provides an 
example and 
explanation for 
the question.

Provides evidence 
from the text with 
in-text reference 
and explanation of 
the question.

Total 17

Document Analysis Worksheet #1: Emily Meredith Letter

Question #1 1 The question is correct or incorrect.

Question #2 1

Question #3 1

Question #4 2

Question #5 1

Question #6 6 Two points per item listed.

Question #7 2 One point for the opinion. 
One point for evidence (i.e., in-text citation or quote).

Question #8 3
One point for the opinion. 
One point for quote. 
One point for complete sentences.

Question #9 4 Two points per item listed.

Question #10 2 Two points for a question that was left unanswered.

Total 23

Document Analysis Worksheet #2: Cornelius Hedges Letter

Question #1 1 The question is correct or incorrect.

Question #2 1

Question #3 1

Question #4 2



Question #5 1

Question #6 6 Two points per item listed.

Question #7 2 One point for the opinion. 
One point for evidence (i.e., in-text citation or quote).

Question #8 3
One point for the opinion. 
One point for quote. 
One point for complete sentences.

Question #9 4 Two points per item listed.

Question #10 2 Two points for a question that was left unanswered.

Total 23

Document Analysis Worksheet #3: E.W. Knight Letter

Question #1 1 The question is correct or incorrect.

Question #2 1

Question #3 1

Question #4 2

Question #5 1

Question #6 6 Two points per item listed.

Question #7 2 One point for the opinion. 
One point for evidence (i.e., in-text citation or quote).

Question #8 3
One point for the opinion. 
One point for quote. 
One point for complete sentences.

Question #9 4 Two points per item listed.

Question #10 2 Two points for a question that was left unanswered.

Total 23

Student Choice Developing = 
10

Proficient = 20 Advanced = 30



30

Attempts to 
address the 
requirements.

Provides 
evidence and is 
missing 1-2 
requirements.

Provides evidence 
and addresses all 
requirements.

Possible Points 216 Total Points Earned

Comments:


