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 What if you ran a colony in the 17th century with 150 people to look after? How 

would you do it? New Nesbitland is the colony I created in this assignment with my 

personal opinions and ideas on how to run a colony. I brought a total of 150 men, 

women, and children to America from England. I have to make sure they live safe lives 

with enough food and labor to keep them healthy and happy. Being a leader of a 

colony is a very hard task and we are where we are today because of the brave people 

who wanted to put their lives in danger to take care of others to make the world 

improve.  

Christopher Columbus was the first man to reach Cuba in 1492. Since 

Columbus’s discovery of the whole new world, people from all over took their own 

voyages to the Americas to see and discover what else this new place had to offer. 

Soon, people started moving their lives to the new found place and moved into many 

different colonies along the coast and inland. “There were three distinct forms of 

European colonization in the New World: empires of conquest, commerce, and 

settlement. Spain regarded the Indians as a usable labor force, while France treated 

the Indians primarily as trading partners. The English, in contrast, adopted a policy 

known as plantation settlement: the removal of the indigenous population and its 

replacement with native English and Scots (Mintz.S and S. McNeil).” England got a late 

start to colonization and didn’t get to pick wherever they wanted to make their 

colonies (The Early English Colonies). Some places were terrible to colonize because 

of Native Americans and human waste and pollution in the middle of the streets. To 

some, Native Americans were awful savages but to others they were very helpful. By 

the end of the 16th century, people from overseas had taken over a lot of places in 
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America and a thousand French ships came in each year for fur trade. Many forts, 

missions, and trading posts were then built. “During the 17th century, when England 

established its first permanent colonies in North America, a crucial difference arose 

between the southern-most colonies, whose economy was devoted to production of 

staple crops, and the more diverse economies of the northern colonies (Mintz.S and S. 

McNeil).” Problems that colonies faced in the 17th century include: harmful Native 

Americans, mosquitoes carrying deathly diseases, lack of experience with working, 

politics, and laziness. Food brought over with the people was very quickly eaten. 

Trading with Native Americans was the next step to getting food and supplies for 

survival but the Natives usually just wanted to kill them. The colony Jamestown saw 

all of these problems. A man name John Smith helped a little when he came over and 

forced people to work if they wanted to eat and then made peace with the Natives 

after they captured him and he found love with a Native woman named Pocahontas 

(8GlobalHistory). In my colony, New Nesbitland, there will still be problems but there 

will be ways to work out most of them.  

 The colony of New Nesbitland is located on an island, called Spring Island, in 

South Carolina. The island sees endless ocean on one side but on the other the ocean 

cuts in-between the island and the mainland. New Nesbitland is a small town with a 

little store with produce and tradable goods, a tailor shop, a cotton mill, a black 

smith, a butcher, a doctor’s office, homes for the people and stables for more horses 

and cows for back up. The small town is surrounded by a wood post fence that is as 

tall as the tallest building and it also has 6 watch stands that are even taller. There is 

a water well in the center of the small town that brings the people clean fresh water. 
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For crops the people plant wheat, corn, cotton, and tobacco. There are also some 

peach trees to get fresh peaches. There are a few ponds all around the trees of the 

island which bring easy fishing and nice bathing and swimming holes. Fishing 

equipment and boats are used to catch fish in the ocean and there are elk, deer, and 

moose throughout the island to hunt. The colony has many horses in stables outside 

and inside for back up as well as cows, pigs, sheep and chickens. We use these 

animals as food sources and keep some for breeding. Being on an island gives the 

colony a natural defense system of water from Native Americans and other possible 

problems. In order to trade, men get in boats and go across the river to the mainland 

and gain more helpful things to help the colony thrive. If a problem was to occur and 

the colony went under attack, there is an underground food storage and safety zone 

that my people can go to. The men will help fight off the attackers and the women 

and children will make a run for the safety zone. There is a church in the colony to 

where everyone is allowed to attend and practice Christianity. There are 10 men that 

help protect the colony by keeping watch for savages and protect the streets. 

Everyone in New Nesbitland colony has to contribute their services and get along and 

if problems occur they will be punished. Issues such as flooding, mosquitoes, and 

severe sickness and diseases is something that is very hard to contain and there is no 

theory as to protect the people from these factors, but with hard work and help from 

the Natives these problems can be dealt with.  

 In summary, the 17th century was a very hard time with slow progress, but 

without the progress we would not be where we are today. There were many 

problems to deal with. Such as: Native Americans, diseases, laziness, different 
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lifestyles, politics, etc. There were many struggles that the people had to deal with 

as the new world developed and blossomed. The colony New Nesbitland tried to avoid 

most of these detriments by building a world to learn from and respect. There are 

many parts to my colony that help with many problems of the old days when there 

was no technology to do work for the people. It was all done by hand and old 

fashioned technological objects.  

 It was probably very difficult to take care of 150 men, women, and children in 

the 17th century. The people, brought over from England to the new place needed 

someone to look up to and someone to watch over and take care of them while they 

tackled the numerous problems that occurred. Why would someone take on such a 

task? Why would someone risk their lives to protect and take care of everyone else? 

Without the people to run colonies, we wouldn’t be where we are today.  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