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● 1619- The first African slaves arrive in Jamestown, 
Virginia. 

● 1787- Slavery is made illegal in the Northwest Territory.
● 1793- Eli Whitney’s invention of the cotton gin greatly 

increases the demand for slave labor. 
● 1808- Congress bans the importation of African slaves. 
● The Missouri Compromise bans slavery north of the 

southern boundary of Missouri.
● Slaves were sold in auctions and had no rights at all. 

They were considered property of their masters.  

Background of American Slavery

Slavery in America began when the first African slaves were brought to the North American colony of Jamestown, Virginia, in 1619, to aid in the production of such lucrative crops as tobacco. 
The slave trade in particular was dominated by the northern maritime industry. Rhode Island alone was responsible for half of all U.S. slave voyages. 



“Slaves lose 
everything in their 
chains, even the 
desire to escape from 
them.” –Jean Jacques 
Rousseau



● In the South, reliance on slave labor was the foundation 
of their economy. The cotton economy would collapse.

● The number of slaves per plantation in the south was 
huge. There were hundreds of slaves working on a 
single plantation.

● Once the cotton gin was invented the demand for slave 
labor went up in an extreme uproar.

● If slaves failed to complete a days work they would not 
be able to go to their quarters or eat until they finished 
or they would be punished with whips. 

Southern Plantations



(Right) The “Quarters” in which the 
slaves lived. 
(Left) The results of being whipped 
by the masters as punishment.



● The Underground Railroad was the term used to 
describe a network of meeting places, secret routes, 
passageways and safe houses used by slaves in the 
United States to escape slave holding states to 
northern states and Canada.

The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad got its name because its activities had to be carried out in secret, using darkness or disguise, and because railway terms were used by those involved with system to describe how it worked. Various routes were lines, stopping places were called stations, those who aided along the 
way were conductors and their charges were known as packages or freight. 
In keeping with the name of the Underground Railroad system, homes and businesses that harbored runaways were known as “stations” or “depots” and were run by “stationmasters”. “Conductors” moved the fugitives from one station to the next. The Underground Railroad’s “stockholders” contributed 
money or goods and began contributing clothing so that the fugitives traveling by train or boat wouldn’t give themselves away with their worn work clothes. 
Harriet Tubman- who returned to slave states 19 times and brought back more than 300 slaves to freedom – using her shotgun to threaten death on anyone who lost heart or wanted to turn back. 
The most active of the Railroad workers were northern free blacks, who had little or no support from white abolitionists. 
A number of individual whites also aided runaways, as did “vigilance committees,” often biracial in character, in northern cities.



(Right) A map of the Underground Railroad 
routes from the South to the North. 
(Left) Harriet Tubman the most famous 
conductor of the Underground Railroad.



● The Thirteenth Amendment- Abolished slavery in the 
United States.

● The Fourteenth Amendment- All U.S. born male 
citizens, including former slaves, to be protected with 
equal rights. 

● The Fifteenth Amendment- Allowed men to vote no 
matter what color, race or previous condition of 
servitude. 

The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments

Although Congress abolished slavery in the District of Columbia in 1862, and President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation ended the practice of slavery in rebellious states in 1863, at war’s end in 1865 the question of slavery had not been resolved at the national level. The federal government required new state 
constitutions in former Confederate states to include the abolition of slavery, but there was nothing to prevent states from reinstituting the practice with revised state constitutions. The Thirteenth Amendment, ratified by the states on December 6, 1865, abolished slavery “within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.” Congress required former Confederate states to ratify the Thirteenth Amendment as a condition of regaining federal representation. 

Ratified July 9, 1868, the Fourteenth Amendment granted citizenship to all persons "born or naturalized in the United States," including former slaves, and provided all citizens with “equal protection under the laws,” extending the provisions of the Bill of Rights to the states. The amendment authorized the government to punish 
states that abridged citizens’ right to vote by proportionally reducing their representation in Congress. It banned those who “engaged in insurrection” against the United States from holding any civil, military, or elected office without the approval of two-thirds of the House and Senate. The amendment prohibited former Confederate 
states from repaying war debts and compensating former slave owners for the emancipation of their slaves.  

As a member of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, William Stewart of Nevada guided the Fifteenth Amendment through the Senate. Ratified February 3, 1870, the amendment prohibited states from disenfranchising voters “on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” The amendment left open the possibility, 
however, that states could institute voter qualifications equally to all races and many former confederate states took advantage of this provision, instituting poll taxes, and literacy tests, among other qualifications.  
  



● The Reconstruction amendments to the Constitution 
extended new constitutional protections to blacks, 
though the struggle to fully achieve equality would 
continue into the twentieth century.

● Though there were amendments declaring equal 
treatment and rights for blacks, people continued to 
mistreat, harass, assault and even kill freed slaves. 

The Reconstruction 

Although the 13
th

, 14
th

, and 15
th

 amendments gave African American men rights and abolished slavery, the feelings toward them were negative. During this time is when the KKK was established and harassed the black community. There were also very little things that blacks could do even though they 
technically had rights now. They couldn’t ride in the front of the buses, they couldn’t be in the same room as whites, they couldn’t be educated with whites. They were ostracized by the white community. Martin Luther King was a significant figure in the black community speaking for equality for blacks. 



(Right) Depicts a lynching which happened 
commonly as a punishment for slaves.  
(Left) The Ku Klux Klan publically 
portraying their opinions. 



● Martin Luther King Jr. (1929-1968) was a Baptist 
minister and social activist who played a key role in 
the American civil rights movement from the 
mid-1950s until his assassination in 1968.

●  Inspired by advocates of nonviolence such as 
Mahatma Gandhi, King sought equality for African 
Americans, the economically disadvantaged and 
victims of injustice through peaceful protest.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Martin Luther King Jr. worked with a number of civil rights and religious groups to organize the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, a peaceful political rally designed to shed light on the injustices African Americans continued to face across the country. Held on August 28 and attended by some 
200,000 to 300,000 participants, the event is widely regarded as a watershed moment in the history of the American civil rights movement and a factor in the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
The march culminated in King’s most famous address, known as the “I Have a Dream” speech, a spirited call for peace and equality that many consider a masterpiece of rhetoric. Standing on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial–a monument to the president who a century earlier had brought down the 
institution of slavery in the United States—he shared his vision of a future in which “this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.'” The speech and march cemented King’s reputation at home and abroad; later that 
year he was named Man of the Year by TIME magazine and in 1964 became the youngest person ever awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 
In the spring of 1965, King’s elevated profile drew international attention to the violence that erupted between white segregationists and peaceful demonstrators in Selma, Alabama, where the SCLC and Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) had organized a voter registration campaign. 
Captured on television, the brutal scene outraged many Americans and inspired supporters from across the country to gather in Selma and take part in a march to Montgomery led by King and supported by President Lyndon Johnson (1908-1973), who sent in federal troops to keep the peace. That August, 
Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which guaranteed the right to vote–first awarded by the 15th Amendment–to all African Americans. 





● http://www.infoplease.com/timelines/slavery.html
● http://www.ushistory.org/us/27f.asp
● http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/

slavery
● http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/

underground-railroad
● http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/

common/generic/CivilWarAmendments.htm
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